Jesus and Biblical Law - Part 7

Jesus and Atonement

Torah/Biblical Law — Pentateuch; 613 law code instructions; literally:
teaching/coaching or instruction

Atonement — to make peace through repayment OR to purify, purge

Purity Kind Cause by Affects

Ritual Signs of mortality (skin Body, people and objects
disease, sex, bodily fluids | physically contacted
associated with (contagious), sacred space

reproduction, contact with
carcasses and corpses,
accidental or minor sins)

Moral Murder, economic Body, sacred space, land
oppression, sex crimes,
idolatry
Ritually Impure Purified by Morally Impure Made Right by
Body/Objects Ritual water Self Cut-off (exile),
washing, time divine forgiveness

Sacred Space/Holy | Blood manipulation | Sacred Space/Holy | Tote-goat
Objects (purification Objects
offering)

Land Cut-off (exile)

“Sin” Offering (Purification Offering/khattat) — Offering with blood/flour/life
sprinkling to present life to decontaminate sacred space from ritual impurity or minor
sins (covenant maintenance

“Guilt” Offering (Reparation Offering/asham) — Purification offering for minor
transgressions against neighbor or sacred objects, paired with reparations of damage +
1/5th
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Day of Atonement (Purification/Decontamination) — Annual deep contamination of
the tabernacle/sacred space with two goats:

1.

2.

Goat 1 is a purification offering, and blood is sprinkled by the high priest in the
holy of holies

Goat 2 is not an offering, but a tote/dust pan for carrying all of the residual ritual
impurity and moral impurity (which cannot be washed away), sent back into the
desert (realm of death)

Hebrews and 1 John:

Jesus is presented as a heavenly high priest to maintain the restored covenant
with God by continually representing God’s people and interceding in the
heavenly tabernacle

Jesus is presented as a purification offering by presenting his eternal life back to
God, purifying sacred space, and allowing for continual covenant maintenance

o Jesus’s death and resurrection compared to Exodus and Passover
(rescue and covenant inauguration)

o His return is depicted as the final rest (entrance into the promised land,

o The time in between is depicted as time in wandering desert, seeking to
maintain faithfulness

o Between his ascencion and return is depicted as one long Day of
Atonement



Recommended reading

e [amb of the Free: Recovering the Varied Sacrificial Understandings of Jesus’s
Death by Andrew Rillera

e Who Shall Ascend the Mountain of the Lord?: A Biblical Theology of the Book of
Leviticus by L. Michael Morales

e Rethinking Atonement: New Perspectives on Jesus’s Death, Resurrection, and
Ascension by David Moffitt

e Atonement and the Logic of Resurrection in the Epistle to the Hebrews by David
Moffitt

e [eviticus: A Book of Ritual and Ethics by Jacob Milgrom

Reading for next time

Acts 10

Acts 15

Ephesians 2
Colossians 2:6-23

1 Corinthians 7:17-24
Romans 9-11

Questions

e \What do you usually think of when you hear the word “atonement”?

e How does it change your view of sacrifices that Jesus’s death and meal are
compared to a Wellbeing Offering, and his ascension is compared to a
Purification offering?

e How are these instructions that are no longer achievable due to the fall of the
temple still instructive for God’s community today? How does it form communal
imagination?

e \What does it look like practically to (as Paul and the author of Hebrews put it)
become sacred space and living sacrifices/offerings presented to God?






