
Jesus and Biblical Law - Part 5 

Non-Atoning Offerings & Passover 

 

Torah/Biblical Law - Pentateuch; 613 law code instructions, literally: teaching or 

instruction 

 

Offering (korban) — Literally: Brought near; a gift (usually of a meal) given to God on 

his altar (ideally in sacred space) by a priest 

Sacrifice (zebach) — An offering that involves the death of an animal and is eaten by 

the offerer. 

Sacred space — Places and times where God is present in a unique way 

(tabernacle/temple) 

Holy — Objects, people, or concepts that are dedicated to exist in or around sacred 

space, affected by God’s holiness 

 

Non-Atoning Offerings (communion with God, Thanksgiving, giving back, tribute, 
attraction) 

●​ Burnt offering 
○​ Whole meal/animal offered to God 

 
●​ Grain offering 

○​ Whole grains/baked goods offered to God 
 

●​ Wellbeing offering 
○​ Meal/animal shared with God 
○​ Communion, bonding, celebratory 
○​ Covenant inauguration/memorial 

 



Passover Offering 

●​ A wellbeing meal 

●​ Memorializes the rescue from slavery to Egypt and its gods 

●​ Memorializes rescue from death 

●​ Communion with God 

 

Jesus employing wellbeing offering: 

●​ References a covenant banquet for the inauguration of the kingdom/restoration 
of Israel (Luke 14; Matt. 22) 

●​ As Jesus’s death and resurrection are depicted as a rescue from the covenant 
curses (slavery to the nations, their gods, and death), he also compares himself 
to the Passover lamb, commemorating the rescue and inaugurating the renewed 
covenant. 

●​ Eucharist is instructed as a memorialization of the renewal of the covenant, 
sacramental communion with God, and the rescue from the nations, the gods, 
and death by sharing a meal with God. 

 

 

KEY: Paul sees Jesus as a Passover Lamb to eat in Eucharist (1 Cor 5 & 15), and 
to emulate in offering your life back to God like he did (Romans 12:1) 

KEY: Offerings not depicted as violent, but primarily as communion meals 

KEY: Leviticus is about relating to God 

KEY: These offerings are not about sin, death, suffering, or atonement  



Reading for Next Week: 
●​ Leviticus 12-15 

●​ Matthew 8:1-4 

●​ Luke 8:26-56 

 

Potential Discussion Questions: 

●​ Does this change the way you think about communion (the bread and wine)? 

●​ Why do you think Paul is so strict in 1 Cor. 15 about not taking communion if you 
are actively oppressing others in the community? Is he channeling the prophets’ 
critique of eating offerings while practicing injustice? 

●​ Does Western table culture diminish the significance of the bonding element of 
sharing a meal? 

●​ How can we be more precise in how we refer to what Jesus’s death and 
resurrection accomplished? 

 

 
 
 
Additional Reading: 

●​ Lamb of the Free: Recovering the Varied Sacrificial Understandings of Jesus’s 
Death by Andrew R. Rillera 

●​ Leviticus: A Book of Ritual and Ethics by Jacob Milgrom 

●​ YouTube: Leviticus is Fun  



______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 


