
Jesus and Biblical Law - Part 4 
The Resurrection of Israel 

 

Torah/Biblical Law - Pentateuch; 613 law code instructions, literally: teaching or 

instruction 

 

Israel’s Suzerainty-Treaty Covenant Blessings and Curses 

 

Blessings Curses Renewal 

1. Possession of the land 

2. Blessing of/Peace with 
nations (other people groups) 

3. Long life 

4. Flourishing and abundance 

5. Multiplication, unity across 
12 Tribes 

6. Service to God 

7. Communion with God (in 
the Tabernacle/Temple) 

8. National life (faithfulness 
to covenant) 

1. Invasion of the land 

2. Enmity with nations (other 
people groups) 

3. Sickness and disease 
(blindness, deafness) 

4. Drought and famine 

5. Exile into foreign lands, 
spreading of 12 Tribes 

6. Enslavement to foreign 
powers and the gods of the 
nations 

7. Distance from God 
(destruction of Jerusalem and 
the Temple) 

8. National death (death of 
covenant, divorce) 

1. Return to the land (end of 
exile), restoration of the 
kingdom (of Israel/God) 

2. Rule over and blessing of 
nations (other people groups) 

3. God’s own life (spirit) 
infused with his peoples’, 
circumcision of the heart, new 
heart, etc. 

4. Abundance 

5. Reunification of all 12 
Tribes from the diaspora 

6. Rescue from slavery and 
defeat of foreign powers and 
gods (metaphorical 
Exodus/Jubilee), and 
repossession by God 

7. Return of God to the 
Temple 

8. National resurrection 
(restoration and renewal of 
the covenant, renewal of 
vows) 

 



 

KEY: Jesus’s announcement (the Gospel) is an eschatological announcement of 
the restoration of Israel as the Kingdom of God 
 
KEY: Jubilee is a primary metaphor explaining the results of the restoration and 
freedom from debts/slavery to foreign nations and their gods 
 
Jesus’s restoration announcement leads to halakha about: 

●​ The Sabbath 

●​ Dining with sinners 

●​ Family 

 

Jesus’s condemnation of the temple: 
●​ An act of judgment for not responding to the restoration 

●​ NOT a commentary on money, sacrifices, or ethnocentrism 

 

Jesus’s death in solidarity with Jerusalem: 
●​ NOT primarily depicted as a sacrifice 

●​ An act of experiencing the fullness and extent of the covenant curse 

●​ Resurrection as liberation from the covenant curses 

●​ Jesus’s death and resurrection, functioning as an Exodus/Jubilee inauguration, 

allows Jesus to compare his death to a ransom (payment to free/repossess 

slaves) 

 

 



Reading for Next Week: 
●​ Leviticus 3 

●​ Matthew 26:17-30 

●​ 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 

 

Potential Discussion Questions: 
●​ How was Biblical Law portrayed to you in your experience at church? 

●​ Have you ever felt or desired to feel the way the author of Psalm 119 does about 

biblical law? 

●​ Which misconceptions about biblical law surprised you the most? 

●​ Which topic are you most interested in exploring? 

 

 
 
 
Additional Reading: 

●​ Jesus and the Law of Moses: The Gospel and the Restoration of Israel within 
First-Century Judaism by Paul T. Sloan 

●​ The Idea of Israel in Second Temple Judaism: A New Theory of People, Exile, 
and Israelite Identity by Jason A. Staples 

●​ Paul and the Resurrection of Israel: Jews, Former Gentiles, Israelites by Jason 
A. Staples  
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